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UNCLAS STATE 116794 

E. 0.11652: N/ A 
TAGS: ETRN 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON LOAD LINES, 1966 

1 . APPROXIMATELY HALF OF THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD HAVE 
BECOME PARTIES TO THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTA- 
TIVE ORGANIZATION ( IMCO)- SPONSORED INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
ON LOAD LINES, 1966, WHICH HAS BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE JULY 
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1968, AND ARE USING IT IN THEIR REGULATIONS. (1966 LOAD 
LINE CONVENTION CERTIFICATES ARE NORMALLY ISSUED BY 
THE VARIOUS RECOGNIZED INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION 
SOCIETIES). 

2. IN ADOPTING THE 1966 CONVENTION, THE US FOUND IT 
NECESSARY AND PROPER TO RENOUNCE THE 1930 LOAD LINE CONVEN- 
TION. (SOME CONTRACTING NATIONS TO THE 1966 CONVENTION, 
HOWEVER, DID NOT DO SO AND CONTINUE TO RECOGNIZE 
CERTIFICATES ISSUED UNDER THE 1930 CONVENTION). THE DOMES- 
TIC LOAD LINE LAWS OF THE US REQUIRE LOAD LINES ON ALL 
VESSELS. 79 FEET OR LONGER, ENTERING THE PORTS OF THE US, 
INCLUDING THOSE VESSELS FLYING THE FLAGS OF OTHER NATIONS. 
THESE FACTORS MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR AN UNCONFORTABLE 
SITUATION TO DEVELOP REGARDING THE VISITS TO OUR PORTS OF 
SHIPS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT ACCEDED TO THE 
NEW CONVENTION. 

3. FOR EXAMPLE, WHILE THE USCG DOES NOT BOARD FOREIGN 
FLAG VESSELS IN OUR WATERS SOLELY TO VERIFY THE 
AUTHENTICITY OF LOAD LINE CERTIFICATES, DIFFICULTIES, 
INCLUDING THE LEVYING OF A FINE, CAN RESULT IF VESSEL 
IRREGULARITIES ARE NOTED AND AN UNACCEPTABLE CERTIFICATE 
(I.E. A 1930 CERTIFICATE) PRESENTED. IN SUCH INSTANCES 

US DOMESTIC REGULATIONS ALLOW THE USCG TO AUTHORIZE 
THE ISSUANCE OF A FORM B CERTIFICATE, WHICH IS ACCEPTABLE 
IN US WATERS, TO A QUALIFIED VESSEL OF A NON- CONTRACTING 
NATION. MOREOVER. THERE ARE INSTANCES WHERE SEVERAL 
INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION SOCIETIES ( E. G. AMERICAN 
BUREAU OF SHIPPING, LLOYD' S REGISTRY OF SHIPPING, ETC.) 
INADVERTENTLY ISSUED 1966 CERTIFICATES TO NON- CONTRACTING 
NATIONS ( PRECLUDED BY PROVISIONS OF 1966 CONVENTION). 

THEY HAVE HAD TO BE REVOKED BY THESE CLASSIFICATIONS 
SOCIETIES AND 1930 AND FORM B CERTIFICATES ISSUED AS 
APPROPRIATE. 

4. THE UNITED STATES CONSIDERS THE NEW CONVENTION SUPERIOR 
TO THE 1930 CONVENTION FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS. 

A) IT RECOGNIZES THE EXPERIENCE OF SEA- GOING VESSELS 
SINCE 1930. THE 1930 LOAD LINES WERE BASED UPON TRADI- 
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TIONAL DESIGNS OF THE EARLY 1900' S. 

B) IT SIMPLIFIES TO SOME EXTENT THE CALCULATIONS 
NECESSARY FOR ORDINARY LOAD LINES ( THE LINES ALONG THE 
SIDES OF A SHIP MARKING THE LEVEL TO WHICH THE SHIP 
SINK WHEN LOADED UNDER VARIOUS CONDITIONS). 
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C) IT RECOGNIZES MODERN HATCH COVER DESIGN. 

D) IT DOES NOT HAVE AN ARBITRARY STRENGTH TABLE SUCH AS 
THAT CONTAINED IN THE 1930 CONVENTION. THIS WAS BASED 
ON STRENGTH ASSUMPTIONS FROM THE EARLY PART OF THIS 
CENTURY. ACCORDINGLY, THERE IS FREEDOM IN THE NEW 
CONVENTION TO RECOGNIZE THE SEVERAL NEW APPROACHES TO 
SHIP STRUCTURAL DESIGN. 

E) THE CONDITIONS OF ASSIGNMENT WHICH ARE EXPECTED OF A 
VESSEL ARE MODERN AND MORE REALISTIC WITH REGARD TO THE 
SAFETY OF THE CREW OF THE VESSEL. 

5. ADDRESSEE EMBASSIES ( HOST GOVERNMENTS ARE NON- SIGNATOR- 
IES AND HAVE NOT BECOME PARTIES TO THE 1966 CONVENTION), 

AT THEIR DISCRETION, ARE REQUESTED TO INFORMALLY 
DISCUSS FOREGOING WITH APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES AND URGE 
THAT THE CONVENTION BE REVIEWED AND CONSIDERATION BE 

GIVEN TO ACCEDING THERETO BY THEIR GOVERNMENT. EMBASSIES 
MAY ALSO POINT OUT THAT THE 1966 CONVENTION REPRESENTS 
A MUCH MORE FLEXIBLE APPROACH TO LOAD LINES, ESPECIALLY 
FOR A NATION WHICH IS CONTEMPLATING NEW SHIPBUILDING OR 
SHIP REPAIR FACILITIES. MOREOVER, ACCESSION TO THE 
CONVENTION WOULD ELIMINATE THE INCONVENIENCES THAT MAY 
POSSIBLY OCCUR IN US WATERS RESULTING FROM THE USG HAVING 
RENOUNCED THE 1930 CONVENTION. 

5. THIS PROBLEM HAS ALREADY BEEN BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION 
OF INFO ADDRESSEES, EXCEPTING SANTO DOMINGO AND 
TEGUCIGALPA. WE UNDERSTAND DR PLANNING TO ACCEDE AS 
RESULT OF RECENT INCIDENT IN US WATERS. RE HONDURAS WE 
ARE INFORMED IT HAS JUST TAKEN POSSESSION OF FIRST VESSEL 
AND WASHINGTON EMBASSY INFORMING GOH OF PROBLEM. PORTER 
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